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Latest Consortium News
Consortium Annual Training Event – Hold the Date 
We are pleased to announce that this year’s Annual Training Event will take place on Tuesday October 3rd at the Langtree Stadium in St Helens.
We are busy arranging the event programme with our partner firm support coming this year from Hill Dickinson.
The event is FREE to delegates from Consortium member organisations.
Full programme details will be published as soon as possible BUT you can make your bookings now through the Consortium website. Why wait?
We look forward to seeing you there.
Annual Training Survey – Coming Soon
We are working on the content of your Consortium Annual Training Survey and will publish the link to the survey in the next few weeks.
Please do take a few minutes to let us have your feedback as the results do feed into the design and content of the NWLC Training Programme for the coming training year.
Lawyers: make the apprenticeship levy work for you! 
says Noel Inge, Managing Director, CILEx Law School
Whats the best thing about being a legal apprentice?
“When I helped organise a public planning meeting and the council won the hearing.”
That was the verdict of one of the many legal apprentices we have working in organisations across England. Another said: “My career prospects are now exponentially higher than they would have been had I taken an alternative route into law.”
No wonder there is a growing appreciation amongst legal teams of how apprenticeships can help them directly, and the value a legal apprentice can bring. Best of all, the benefits of an apprenticeship are shared between the employer and apprentice, such as Coventry City Council’s paralegal who was recognised as the authority’s ‘apprentice of the year.’
Those benefits to an organisation are very real, and can be demonstrated by the calibre of work apprentices have been doing. This might be in childcare law (proceeding preparation, drafting documents etc), or in legal research. In property teams apprentices have been drafting property transfers and registration applications, while those in contentious areas have participated in litigation bundling and drafting activities. 
In short, the experience of organisations who employ apprentices has been overwhelmingly positive, with many paralegals working at LPC level within a year and providing substantive help to hard-pressed legal teams.
However, it isn’t all about new hires. Often overlooked is the fact that the apprenticeship levy 
can be used to develop staff who are currently employed and are already part legally qualified. 
If colleagues in your team have some CILEx units or a law degree, they can be trained through the CILEx apprenticeship route to become a specialist lawyer with all the training paid for through the levy.
If you are thinking about introducing legal apprenticeships into your business then there are a few things for you to think about. 
First, ensure that you get your share of the levy! Because legal apprenticeships are relatively new not all lawyers are aware of them and how they can be of real benefit. Remember that the levy only funds training and cannot be used for salaries.
Second, decide what level of legal apprenticeship is suitable. A legal administration apprenticeship is fine for someone in a non-legal support role. A paralegal apprenticeship is more demanding (two years’ duration), but you will get a competent technician at the end of the apprenticeship. This is the most popular level of legal apprenticeships. A Chartered Legal Executive apprenticeship is suitable for existing, part-qualified colleagues. A solicitor apprenticeship, being six years, is less popular because of the time commitment, although some organisations are looking at this as an alternative to offering a training contract.
Third, remember that apprentices must be permitted 20% off-the-job learning time. Typically this translates into one day per week.
Fourth, if you want to hire an apprentice, then now is the time to think about advertising, especially if you want a school leaver to fill a paralegal apprenticeship role.
And finally, if you have decided on a new hire then you’ll need someone to supervise the apprentice: it’s a great development opportunity for a colleague who wants to make the first move into line management.
If this has whetted your appetite and you would like to know more then please contact me, Noel Inge, on 01234 844325 or 07966 247 283, noel.inge@cilexlawschool.ac.uk
CILEx Law School (CLS) is wholly owned by the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives. It operates on a not-for-profit basis. CLS has been delivering legal apprenticeships since 2013.
Reminders
What sort of things are offered by the partner firms by way of added value?
The four partner firms, DACBeachcroft, Geldards, Hill Dickinson and Weightmans all provide specific offers to Consortium members by way of added value.
However their offers generally cover or include:
· use of the firms office facilities
· free helpline service
· use of library, research facilities and precedent bank
· assistance with secondments, work shadowing or placements, coaching and mentoring

Where can I find full details of what is on offer from each of the 
partner firms?
You can access the details of all the offers from the partner firms under each of 
the firm’s names in the secure area of the website- left hand menu.
You will need to be logged into the website of course.
Course Materials
If you or your colleagues have missed out on one or more of our Consortium training sessions you might find it helpful to see the slides/presentation from the session.
These are all available in the documents area of the website at www.nwlegalconsortium.com
Website Authorised Users - Are all your colleagues signed up to use the Consortium website?
There is no limit on the number of users that each member organisation can register.
Some organisations have registered all their legal staff, others have been selective.
If on reflection and so that all staff can appreciate the benefits of using the Consortium website you want to add new users we will need the approval of the Head of Service but from there we will sort it out for you!
Please either complete the form on the home page of the website or contact Beryl Heath 
on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.comto add more authorised users for your organisation
Website Log In If you are an authorised user and you do not think you have received 
your new website log in details then do get in touch with either Brian Gibson on briangibson2@msn.com or Beryl Heath at bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com and 
we’ll do all we can to assist you.
FREE Consortium Training
The Consortium Annual Training Programme is available and loaded to the website – courses page.
Don’t forget that all this training is free, and is open to legal staff at member organisations 
as well as to client department staff.
You can book yourselves colleagues or clients on to the courses available through the website.
Coming up we’ve got: 
· On 9 May DAC Beachcroft have the rearranged training in Manchester on Housing/Property Update
· On 10 May Hill Dickinson are providing a Civil Litigation Update in their 
Manchester office POSTPONED
· On 17 May DAC Beachcroft are covering Social Media in Manchester
· On 14 June, Geldards are doing Joint Venture in Warrington
· On 21June Weightmans are hosting a Practice Management session in conjunction 
with the next meeting of the Practice Managers Group in Manchester
There’s lots in store for everyone!




We’ll publish the link to the survey to the website in the next couple of weeks and just as a sweetener all those responding will automatically be entered into a free draw for £25 Marks and Spencers voucher. 
Your help and feedback is appreciated.
Website Authorised Users – Are all your colleagues signed up to use the Consortium website?
There is no limit on the number of users that each member organisation can register.
Some organisations have registered all their legal staff, others have been selective.
If on reflection and so that all staff can appreciate the benefits of using the Consortium website you want to add new users we will need the approval of the Head of Service but from there we will sort it out for you!
Please either complete the form on the home page of the website or contact Beryl Heath on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com to add more authorised users for your organisation
Course Materials
If you or your colleagues have missed out on one or more of our Consortium training sessions (including presentations at the Annual Training Event) you might find it helpful to see the slides/presentation from the session.
These are all available in the documents area of the website at www.nwlegalconsortium.com 
New NWLC Practice Managers Group
The Group will meet again on 17th October where the agenda will be based around Business Continuity Planning – both practice and theory and we’ve also got a presentation on Legal Apprenticeships too!
On 9th February we have Performance Measurement as our topic for the day. 
In addition we have plans for a Risk Management workshop (on 17th November in Rochdale – watch out for further details of this!) and we’ll be keeping an eye at each session on updates from the SRA – with changes pending this will serve us well.
If you or a colleague wish to join the Group that’s absolutely fine – we’d welcome further input from Practice Management /Business Development colleagues as well as legal practitioners.
All the presentations from the session we held on the 30th June are available in the Documents area of the website. At the event, we heard from Damon Swindell about the Lexcel 6 standard- Damon is an independent Lexcel assessor amongst other things! His website at www.lawrisk.co.uk explains what he offers and we are delighted to be welcoming Damon back to lead the Risk Management session in November.
REMINDERS
Website Log In If you are an authorised user and you do not think you have received 
your new website log in details then do get in touch with either Brian Gibson on briangibson2@msn.com or Beryl Heath at bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com and we’ll 
do all we can to assist you.
New Roles up for grabs?
We publish a range of vacancies on the website jobs page at www.nwlegalconsortium.com/jobs
Interested? Find out more on the website.
Does your authority want to advertise your vacancies on the website for free? 
If so contact Beryl Heath on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com

you can now follow us on twitter

             @NWLConsortium
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All the details and for bookings its through the website please, courses page at www.nwlegalconsortium.com
And don’t forget if you have booked on to a course and can’t make it after all there is a facility to cancel your booking. 
Simply go the website secure area and click on ‘Manage Your Bookings’ to see 
a button to cancel your place or places you have booked for colleagues and clients.
New Roles up for grabs?
We publish a range of vacancies on the website jobs page at www.nwlegalconsortium.com/jobs/
We have a large number of vacancies coming through at present.
Interested? Find out more on the website.
Does your authority want to advertise your vacancies on the website for free? 
If so contact Beryl Heath on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com

you can now follow us on twitter
        
              @NWLConsortium

NWLC NOMINATED CHARITY OF THE YEAR
Please support the North West Air Ambulance Charity
For the Charity’s latest events go to: nwaa.net
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1. Mission Tracker – your support has enable to attend the 
following missions
[image: ]
2. Manchester Half Marathon General Entry sold out! If you missed your chance, don’t panic NWAA has charity places available in both the Great Manchester Run and brand Great Manchester Half Marathon on 28th May!
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Join the North West Air Ambulance Charity for the Great Manchester Run in 2017 and help to keep our helicopters flying and saving lives.
Take in some of Manchester’s iconic sites in the hugely popular 10k, or challenge yourself in the brand new half marathon. With bands and thousands of spectators lining the routes and creating a terrific atmosphere, this event is a must for all abilities. 
How to get involved:
You can apply for one of our limited charity places in the Great Manchester Run. All we ask is that you pledge to raise a minimum sponsorship of £150 for a place in the 10K and £250 for a place in the half marathon.
Apply here: https://nwaa.net/greater-manchester-run/
Alternatively, you can sign up directly with the race organisers at www.greatrun.org, don’t forget to let us know once you have secured your place!
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Already got a place?
If you’ve already got a place in either the 10K or Half Marathon, we would love to welcome you to Team NWAA. There’s no minimum fundraising target, just have fun and raise as much as you can! Get in touch with our fundraising team to request your fundraising pack by emailing fundraising@nwaa.net.
How we’ll support you
As a member of Team NWAA, we promise to give you lots of support and encouragement along the way including:
· A fantastic fundraising pack filled with hints, tips and ideas
· A free NWAA t-shirt to wear with pride on the day
· Team NWAA temporary tattoos and message squares
· Access to on the day cheer packs including cheer sticks, supporter signs and more
· Support from our events team on all aspects of your fundraising
It's your fundraising efforts that help us to remain a North West lifeline, 365 days a year.  Find out more here //nwaa.net/challenge-events/

3. The difference your support makes – Callum Evans story
Callum Evans from Wigan is helping to raise money after our team airlifted him to hospital following a road accident, which left him fighting for his life.
On 14th April 2016, 19-year-old Callum Evans was riding his motorcycle to work, when he came crashing off and found himself trapped underneath a car, which began to crush him. Thankfully, a nearby man was able to help to lift the vehicle and release Callum, before calling the emergency services. As he needed urgent medical care, one of our helicopters was quickly dispatched and arrived at the scene within minutes. Our crew provided stabilising treatment and were able to rapidly transfer him to a trauma unit to receive specialist attention, where his injuries were found to include five fractured ribs, a broken femur and a ruptured spleen, which later had to be removed. Callum was in an induced coma for seven weeks before being transferred to a hospital unit where he stayed until August.
Callum has since been making a great recovery and has now returned to his work as a trainee accountant. Whilst Callum was recovering, his family and friends were hot on the fundraising trail, with £1,200 initially raised through crowdfunding. An additional £3,000 
was then raised by Callum’s Nan and her friends who completed a skydive! When Callum is strong enough, he is planning on completing similar events to continue their amazing efforts.
Callum said: “We really need the North West Air Ambulance Charity; it’s such an important service. I wouldn’t be here today if I hadn’t got the treatment so quickly. I’m raising money because I want to make sure the charity is there for other people in their times of need.”














































	






[image: ]4. Spring into action – Paul Heaney‘s story
This May – six days after my 72nd birthday – I’ll be taking a huge leap out of my comfort zone by completing Take to the Skies, a parachute jump for the North West Air Ambulance Charity.
It began when Ben, a North West Air Ambulance Charity volunteer, gave a speech at our Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance meeting. I was bowled over by his enthusiasm and passion for the cause. He explained that every year the charity takes off on over 2,000 urgent missions, providing patients with rapid access to critical care when they need it most. It was shocking to discover that such an essential service receives no mainstream funding. A few weeks prior to the event, I recalled having seen a North West Air Ambulance Charity helicopter whilst out running. The aircraft rose out of the sand dunes near my home in Formby and I remarked on its amazing ability to reach the patient, despite being so far from a main road.
Ben showed us a video of a skydive he had completed in aid of the charity, and asked whether anybody would be keen to do the same – at which point the room fell silent and people began to shrink down in their seats! But I raised my hand. What if I needed to be airlifted one day? I felt a responsibility to help out in any way I could.
The skydive will be the culmination of a personal challenge I have set myself over two decades. I have been a runner since I can remember but, after being diagnosed with cancer in 1991, I was forced to cut back on all physical activity due to constant tiredness from the treatment. Despite making a full recovery, shortly afterwards I became extremely unwell again – an illness which required four operations in just nine months. Running was the light at the end of the tunnel and I managed to make it through the tough times, eventually taking up sport again in my 50s.
In 2004 I was walking up a ridge on Blencathra in the Lake District when I froze with panic; for some reason my body would not let me continue and I had to retreat down the mountain. Since that day, I have made it my mission to conquer my fears so have been taking part in numerous extreme sports to ensure I can one day return to the same spot and overcome it! So far I have completed ghyll scrambling, abseiling, rock climbing, the Via Ferrata at Honister, a zip wire and white water rafting (to name a few). I believe that if I can jump out of a plane, nothing will be able to stop me climbing that ridge.
It was so easy to sign up. I spoke to the North West Air Ambulance Charity’s fundraising team over the phone and they sent me a registration form which I completed and returned by post. I set up a simple page on JustGiving.com which directly links to the charity, ensuring that any money is donated straight to them.
I may have had some strange looks when telling people about the skydive, but I can’t wait to take off and complete my challenge! Best of all, I’ll be helping the North West Air Ambulance Charity’s helicopters to take off on many more lifesaving missions to come.”
Find out more about the range of challenge events available right here.
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POWERED BY THOMSON REUTERS
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This is a selection of legal updates for NWLC powered by Westlaw UK and Practical Law.
To read more on these topics, go to westlaw.co.uk or uk.practicallaw.com
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LANDLORD AND TENANT. Human Rights; Local government. 
Discrimination; Justification; Proportionality; Right to respect for private and 
family life; Secure tenancies; Social housing; Succession; Unmarried couples.
R. (on the application of Turley) v Wandsworth LBC. [2017] EWCA Civ 189. Court of Appeal (Civil Division) (CA (Civ Div)). Jackson LJ; Underhill LJ; Sir Stephen Tomlinson. March 24, 2017 

A condition in the Housing Act 1985 s.87(b) which required, up until 1 April 2012, that the 
long-term partner of a secure tenant had to have resided with the secure tenant throughout the 12-month period prior to the secure tenant's death in order to succeed them, was not manifestly without reasonable foundation. Even if the situations of common law spouses and married or civil partnership spouses were analogous for the purpose of ECHR art.14, the difference in treatment between them was justified and proportionate.
Appeal dismissed

LANDLORD AND TENANT.  
Introductory tenancies; Local authorities' powers and duties; Notice; Possession.
Islington LBC v Dyer. [2017] EWCA Civ 150. Court of Appeal (Civil Division) (CA (Civ Div)). Patten LJ; Proudman J; Sir Colin Rimer. March 22, 2017  

A notice served by a landlord on a tenant for the purposes of the Housing Act 1996 s.128 
could be comprised in more than one document. There was no reason why an accompanying information leaflet should not be treated as part of the notice if the reasonable recipient would have understood that the documents were intended to be read together.

Appeal allowed
MENTAL HEALTH. 
Best interests; Clinical commissioning groups; Court of Protection; Jurisdiction; Parental contact; Persons lacking capacity.
N (An Adult) (Court of Protection: Jurisdiction), Re. [2017] UKSC 22. Supreme Court (SC). Lady Hale DPSC; Lord Wilson JSC; Lord Reed JSC; Lord Carnwath JSC; Lord Hughes JSC. March 22, 2017

The Court of Protection did not have the power to order a clinical commissioning group to arrange and fund a plan for contact between a person who lacked capacity and his parents which it was unwilling to provide. The jurisdiction of the Court of Protection was limited to decisions that the person who lacked capacity was unable to take for himself; in the instant case, that person could not have obliged the clinical commissioning group to accept the 
contact plan. 

Appeal dismissed
LEGISLATION
HOUSING. 
Homelessness.
Homelessness Reduction Bill 2016 (HC Bill 7). 
A Bill to amend the Housing Act 1996 to make provision about measures for reducing homelessness; and for connected purposes.
Website: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/homelessnessreduction/documents.html
[Accessed 30 June 2016]

Hansard: HC Vol 612 col 340 (1st Reading); Vol 616 col 540 (2nd Reading); Vol 620 col 551 (3rd Reading) (Remaining Stages); HL Vol 778 col 978 (1st Reading); Vol 779 col 493 (2nd Reading); Vol 782 col 273 (3rd Reading) 
Commons 1st Reading: 29/6/2016; 2nd Reading: 28/10/2016; Committee Stage: 23/11/2016 1st Sitting; 30/11/2016 2nd Sitting; 7/12/2016 3rd Sitting; 14/12/2016 4th Sitting; 11/1/2017 5th Sitting; 18/1/2017 6th and 7th Sitting; Report Stage: 27/1/2017; 3rd Reading: 27/1/2017; Lords 1st Reading: 30/1/2017 (HL Bill 96); 2nd Reading: 24/2/2017; Committee Stage: 10/3/2017; 3rd Reading: 23/3/2017 
Legislation referred: Housing Act 1996.
PLANNING.  
Compulsory purchase.
Neighbourhood Planning Bill 2016 (HC Bill 62).
A Bill to make provision about planning and compulsory purchase; and for connected purposes.

Website: http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/neighbourhoodplanning/documents.html
[Accessed 13 October 2016].

Hansard: HC Vol 614 col 363 (1st Reading); Vol 615 col 77 (2nd Reading); Vol 618 col 673 (3rd Reading) (Remaining Stages); Vol 624 col 150 (Lords' Amendments); HL Vol 777 col 1246 (1246); Vol 778 col 140 (2nd Reading), GC 167, GC 229, GC 295, GC 369 (Committee Stage); Vol 779 cols 418 (Report Stage), 1883 (3rd Reading) 
Commons 1st Reading: 7/9/2016; 2nd Reading: 10/10/2016; Committee Stage: 18/10/2016 1st and 2nd Sitting; 20/10/2016 3rd and 4th Sitting; 25/10/2016 5th and 6th Sitting; 27/10/2016 7th and 8th Sitting; Report Stage: 13/12/2016; 3rd Reading: 13/12/2016; Lords 1st Reading: 14/12/2016 (HL Bill 86); 2nd Reading: 17/01/2017; Committee Stage: 1st Sitting 31/1/2017; 2nd Sitting 2/2/2017; 3rd Sitting 6/2/2017; 4th Sitting 8/2/2017 (HL Bill 101); Report Stage: 23/2/2017, 28/2/2017 (HL Bill 106); 3rd Reading: 15/3/2017. Ping Pong 28/3/2017 (HL Bill 121), 26/4/2017 provisional
SOCIAL WELFARE. 
Care costs; Care plans; Carers; Children; Codes of practice; Commencement; Contributions; Direct payments; Enforcement; Local authorities' powers and duties; Means testing; Need; Reviews; Social services; Support plans; Wales.
The Revised Code of Practice on the exercise of social services functions in relation to 
Part 4 (direct payments and choice of accommodation) and Part 5 (charging and financial assessment) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (Appointed Day) (Wales) Order 2017. SI 2017/557 
This Order appoints 10 April 2017 as the day on which the revised Code of Practice on the exercise of social services functions in relation to the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 Pt 4 (direct payments and choice of accommodation) and Pt 5 (charging and financial assessment) comes into force. This Code was issued by the Welsh Ministers under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 s.145(1) on 9 April 2017.

In Force: 9 April 2017 
Made under Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 s.146(4)(b)
GOVERNMENT AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. Health; Social welfare. 
Capacity; Court of Protection; Courts' powers and duties; Health care; 
Service providers; Social care.
Press Summary: N (Appellant) v ACCG and others (Respondents ) [2017 ] UKSC 22. 
By Supreme Court. 22 March 2017

The Supreme Court has ruled in Re N (An Adult) (Court of Protection: Jurisdiction) that where there is a dispute between providers or funders of health or social services about what services should be provided to a person lacking the capacity to make the decision for themselves, the Court of Protection can only make decisions that the person in question is unable to take for himself because of incapacity and cannot order third parties to provide or fund care against their wishes.
Website: www.step.org/news/court-protection-cannot-force-providers-deliver-specific-care-options-says-uk-supreme-court [Accessed 24 March 2017]
Cases referred: N (An Adult) (Court of Protection: Jurisdiction), Re~ [2017] UKSC 22; [2017] 2 W.L.R. 1011 (SC)
HOUSING. Legislation. 
Data collection; Homelessness; Landlords' duties; Tenants; Tenants' duties; UK Statistics Authority.
Government response to the Communities and Local Government Select Committee Reports: Homelessness and Homelessness Reduction Bill. Issued by Department for Communities and Local Government. Cm.9443 30 March 2017.
ISBN: 978 1 47413 911 3; 978 1 47413 912 0

A Department for Communities and Local Government document sets out the Government's response to the House of Commons' reports on an inquiry into the causes of homelessness, and the pre-legislative scrutiny on the Homelessness Reduction Bill 2016. It recommends that the Government: take steps to improve data collection and implement the recommendations of the UK Statistics Authority as a matter of urgency; and explore measures to give greater confidence both to tenants and to landlords to encourage them to let to homeless people.

Website: www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/604965/CM_9443_-_Select_Comittee_Response_-_Homelessness__Web_.pdf
[Accessed 31 March 2017]

Legislation referred: Homelessness Reduction Bill 2016 (HL Bill 96) (England and Wales (UKEW))
LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Sport. 
Fees; Local authorities; Parks; Sporting events.
Running Free - Consultation on preserving the free use of public parks. Issued by Department for Communities and Local Government. 12 April 2017
A Department for Communities and Local Government consultation seeks views on proposals to legislate to put it beyond doubt that local authorities, including parish councils, cannot charge parkrun or junior parkrun for the use of public parks. Comments by 5 July 2017.

Website: www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/608372/Parkrun_ConDoc.pdf [Accessed 13 April 2017].

NEWS ARTICLES
IMMIGRATION. Employment; European Union; Landlord and tenant. 
Brexit; Employers' powers and duties; Illegal workers; Immigrants; 
Landlords' duties; Sentencing guidelines.
Employers could face prison sentences for ignoring immigration rules. Times, 22 March 2017, 10. By Francis Elliott; Sam Coates. 
The Government is to prepare a migration White Paper that will reveal plans to increase sanctions against landlords and employers who knowingly take on those without permission to live and work in the UK following Brexit. Businesses have been reassured that the changes will be brought in gradually and allowances will be made for low-skilled migration like seasonal agricultural work.
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