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Latest Consortium News
Annual Training Survey – It’s out now!
We have now published the link to the Annual Training survey so please do take just 
a few minutes to complete this short survey.
Take it from here….https://response.questback.com/dacbeachcroftllp/nwlc2017 
It is important and really helpful to receive your feedback as the results do feed into the design and content of the NWLC Training Programme for the coming training year.
The new programme should be available from July time, with the new year’s training courses starting in September.
In the meantime…
Consortium Annual Training Event – Hold the Date
We are pleased to announce that this year’s Annual Training Event will take place on Tuesday October 3rd at the St Helens Rugby Stadium in St Helens.
We have our main morning speaker booked already and are busy finalising the rest of the 
event programme with our partner firm support coming this year from Hill Dickinson.
You can read all about our speaker, Rene Barrett on the courses page of the website.
The event is FREE to delegates from Consortium member organisations.
The full programme details will be published as soon as possible BUT you can make your bookings now through the Consortium website. Why wait?
We look forward to seeing you there.
An opportunity to help each other?
Can South Lakeland help you out?
Nicola Hartley, Solicitor with South Lakeland Council obtained her Higher Rights of Audience 
in Criminal Advocacy in July 2012 which entitles her to exercise rights of audience in all criminal proceedings in the higher courts. 
South Lakeland District Council would like to offer her services as a Crown Court solicitor advocate to any Council that wishes to save money on counsel’s fees. 
Nicola is an experienced advocate having dealt with in a range of criminal prosecutions, 
including food hygiene, revenues and benefits fraud, environmental offences, health and safety and licensing appeals at crown court. 
Interested? Please contact Anthea Lowe Solicitor to the Council on anthea.lowe@southlakeland.gov.uk on 01539 793305 if you wish to make further enquiries.

Reminders
Lawyers: make the apprenticeship levy work for you! 
says Noel Inge, Managing Director, CILEx Law School
What’s the best thing about being a legal apprentice? 
“When I helped organise a public planning meeting and the council won the hearing.”
That was the verdict of one of the many legal apprentices we have working in organisations across England. Another said: “My career prospects are now exponentially higher than they would have been had I taken an alternative route into law.”
No wonder there is a growing appreciation amongst legal teams of how apprenticeships can 
help them directly, and the value a legal apprentice can bring. Best of all, the benefits of an apprenticeship are shared between the employer and apprentice, such as Coventry City Council’s paralegal who was recognised as the authority’s ‘apprentice of the year.’
Those benefits to an organisation are very real, and can be demonstrated by the calibre of work apprentices have been doing. This might be in childcare law (proceeding preparation, drafting documents etc), or in legal research. In property teams apprentices have been drafting property transfers and registration applications, while those in contentious areas have participated in litigation bundling and drafting activities. 
In short, the experience of organisations who employ apprentices has been overwhelmingly positive, with many paralegals working at LPC level within a year and providing substantive 
help to hard-pressed legal teams.
However, it isn’t all about new hires. Often overlooked is the fact that the apprenticeship levy 
can be used to develop staff who are currently employed and are already part legally qualified. 
If colleagues in your team have some CILEx units or a law degree, they can be trained through the CILEx apprenticeship route to become a specialist lawyer with all the training paid for through the levy.
If you are thinking about introducing legal apprenticeships into your business then there are 
a few things for you to think about. 
First, ensure that you get your share of the levy! Because legal apprenticeships are relatively new not all lawyers are aware of them and how they can be of real benefit. Remember that 
the levy only funds training and cannot be used for salaries.
Second, decide what level of legal apprenticeship is suitable. A legal administration apprenticeship is fine for someone in a non-legal support role. A paralegal apprenticeship is more demanding (two years’ duration), but you will get a competent technician at the end of 
the apprenticeship. This is the most popular level of legal apprenticeships. A Chartered Legal Executive apprenticeship is suitable for existing, part-qualified colleagues. A solicitor apprenticeship, being six years, is less popular because of the time commitment, although 
some organisations are looking at this as an alternative to offering a training contract.
Third, remember that apprentices must be permitted 20% off-the-job learning time. Typically 
this translates into one day per week.
Fourth, if you want to hire an apprentice, then now is the time to think about advertising, especially if you want a school leaver to fill a paralegal apprenticeship role.
And finally, if you have decided on a new hire then you’ll need someone to supervise the apprentice: it’s a great development opportunity for a colleague who wants to make the first move into line management.
If this has whetted your appetite and you would like to know more then please contact me, 
Noel Inge, on 01234 844325 or 07966 247 283, noel.inge@cilexlawschool.ac.uk
CILEx Law School (CLS) is wholly owned by the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives. It operates on a not-for-profit basis. CLS has been delivering legal apprenticeships since 2013.
Course Materials
If you or your colleagues have missed out on one or more of our Consortium training sessions you might find it helpful to see the slides/presentation from the session.
These are all available in the documents area of the website at www.nwlegalconsortium.com

Website Authorised Users - Are all your colleagues signed up to use the Consortium website?
There is no limit on the number of users that each member organisation can register.
Some organisations have registered all their legal staff, others have been selective.
If on reflection and so that all staff can appreciate the benefits of using the Consortium website you want to add new users we will need the approval of the Head of Service but from there we 
will sort it out for you!
Please either complete the form on the home page of the website or contact Beryl Heath on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com to add more authorised users for your organisation
Website Log In If you are an authorised user and you do not think you have received your new website log in details then do get in touch with either Brian Gibson on briangibson2@msn.com or Beryl Heath at bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com and we’ll do all we can to assist you.
FREE Consortium Training
The Consortium Annual Training Programme is available and loaded to the website – 
courses page.
Don’t forget that all this training is free, and is open to legal staff at member organisations as 
well as to client department staff.
You can book yourselves colleagues or clients on to the courses available through the website.
Coming up we’ve got: 
On 14 June, Geldards are doing Joint Venture in Warrington
On 21June Weightmans are hosting a Practice Management session in conjunction with the 
next meeting of the Practice Managers Group in Manchester
All the details and for bookings its through the website please, courses page at www.nwlegalconsortium.com 
And don’t forget if you have booked on to a course and can’t make it after all there is a facility 
to cancel your booking. 
Simply go the website secure area and click on ‘Manage Your Bookings’ to see a button to cancel your place or places you have booked for colleagues and clients.
New Roles up for grabs?
We publish a range of vacancies on the website jobs page at http://www.nwlegalconsortium.com/jobs/
There are vacancies at Cheshire East Council currently showing.
Interested? Find out more on the website.
Does your authority want to advertise your vacancies on the website for free? 
If so contact Beryl Heath on bh_nwlconsortium@btinternet.com
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Our crew requires specially adapted helmets to carry out lifesaving missions every day. 
These helmets not only provide vital protection but also have in-built communication equipment, enabling them to get to patients as quickly as possible.  In total we need to raise £18,000 to equip all of our clinical crew with these helmets. We need your help to keep them safe.  As the £1 coin is starting to be replaced, your old pounds will soon become worthless. However, to us they can still be heroes. We are asking you to help give our crew a head start by donating your old pound coins today.  We have designed some handy cards which allow you to easily send your coins to us through the post. Simply fill out this form to receive yours and start donating!

JUDITH’S STORY 
Judith has experienced what a difference we can make, not once, but twice in her life. 
 “In 2006, the North West Air Ambulance Charity saved my daughter’s life when she was airlifted to hospital following a horse riding accident. Then last year, I found myself in a similar situation when my horse threw me off down a country lane. I was quickly airlifted to a specialist unit for severe pelvic injuries."  “The damage was so severe that the surgeon gave me just a 5% chance of survival. I had five operations and was in the ICU for six weeks but I’m now in recovery. Without that rapid response, neither my daughter nor I would be alive today.”	
If you’ve been inspired by Judith’s story, why not find out more about the different ways you can support our charity here? 
[image: Coby]
Walk this way! 
Following the success of our inaugural Mission Walk in 2016, the event will be returning this year! Join us on Sunday 17th September to get a glimpse of how our paramedics, doctors and pilots help to make a life changing difference to patients across the region.  Enjoy our fun warm up, learn some simple but effective first aid tips and meet the crew whilst taking in the beautiful scenery of Wyresdale Park. Whether you challenge yourself to the 10k walk or take on the 8.5k family route, your fundraising will help to future-proof our vital work for the eight million residents of the North West.  Ready to accept your mission? Register now
[image: b26c03f0-cf1e-43c4-8238-b5b9efd46dc4.jpg]

A cherry-picked new store
Blackburn residents, rejoice! We opened a brand new retail store in Cherry Tree on Saturday 22nd April - our ninth in the region. The large store offers new and used furniture, household items, bric-a-brac, books and clothing at great prices, with plans to offer additional space for community groups to meet and learn new skills. We’re looking for quality donations to fill our shelves. If you have any unwanted items lying around the house, simply drop them directly 
at the store or even arrange a free collection from home. Find out more here

[image: 9b75bb4a-0e83-45ad-9f2a-1238e3ad512b.jpg][image: f86ef996-fb05-49bc-a314-424cfd61064b.jpg]
There are also plenty of opportunities to volunteer in the store. If you have bags of enthusiasm, we’d love for you to join us - even if only for a couple of hours a week. From sorting donations and working on the till to creating enticing window displays, there are lots of ways to help - all of which will help to raise vital funds. With flexible hours and a friendly working environment, it’s a highly rewarding role and could easily fit around other commitments. Find out more here 

Find us at 395 Preston Old Road, Cherry Tree, Blackburn.
Whirlybird takes off
Our friends at Bowland Brewery have launched Whirlybird beer, which has been specially brewed to raise funds for our charity.
Whirlybird was launched at Bowland Brewery’s Holmes Mill headquarters in Clitheroe, 
in the heart of the Ribble Valley. For every pint sold, 10p will be donated to help fund 
our lifesaving work – so grab one today from one of the many stockists across the region.
More info here 
[image: d0f3fa95-bea2-46a5-9671-538f2f2909b2.jpg]
Did you know…
With warmer weather on the horizon, our helicopters are busier than ever. Longer days and an increase in visitors to the area means spring and summer are peak seasons for our crews. Our average daily call-outs can more than double at this time of year – so make sure you take extra care when getting out and about!
Have a gander at our most recent missions across the region here
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This is a selection of legal updates for NWLC powered by Westlaw UK and Practical Law.
To read more on these topics, go to westlaw.co.uk or uk.practicallaw.com

                @NWLConsortium
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CASE REPORTS

HOUSING. Human rights; Civil procedure.
Case law; Homelessness; Housing provision; Local housing authorities' powers and duties; Right to fair trial; Suitability; Trial bundles. 
Poshteh v Kensington and Chelsea RLBC. [2017] UKSC 36. Supreme Court (SC). Lord Neuberger PSC; Lord Clarke JSC; Lord Reed JSC; Lord Carnwath JSC; Lord Hughes JSC. May 10, 2017 
The Supreme Court declined to depart from its earlier decision in Ali v Birmingham City Council [2010] UKSC 8, [2010] 2 A.C. 39, [2010] C.L.Y. 1694 that the duties imposed on local housing authorities under the Housing Act 1996 Pt VII did not give rise to "civil rights [or] obligations" and that accordingly ECHR art.6 did not apply. The decision of the European Court of Human Rights to the opposite effect in Ali v United Kingdom (40378/10) (2016) 63 E.H.R.R. 20, [2016] C.L.Y. 1052 did not persuade it to change its view.

Appeal dismissed

MENTAL HEALTH. Health; Local government.
Delay; Deprivation of liberty safeguards; Funding; Illegality; Legitimate expectation; Local authorities' powers and duties; Persons lacking capacity. 
R. (on the application of Liverpool City Council) v Secretary of State for Health. [2017] EWHC 986 (Admin). Queen's Bench Division (Administrative Court) (QBD (Admin)). Garnham J. May 02, 2017 
In obiter remarks, the Administrative Court indicated that central government had neither created an unacceptable risk of illegality nor breached its 2011 "new burdens doctrine" by failing to provide local authorities with additional funding to enable them to meet their statutory responsibilities under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 deprivation of liberty safeguards regime following Cheshire West and Chester Council v P [2014] UKSC 19, [2014] A.C. 896, [2014] C.L.Y. 2189.

Application refused
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PLANNING. 
Development plans; Housing supply; National Planning Policy Framework; Planning permission; Residential development. 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government v Hopkins Homes Ltd. [2017] UKSC 37. Supreme Court (SC). Lord Neuberger PSC; Lord Clarke JSC; Lord Carnwath JSC; Lord Hodge JSC; Lord Gill. May 10, 2017 
The words "policies for the supply of housing" in the National Planning Policy Framework para.49 simply indicated the category of policies with which the paragraph was concerned, namely housing supply policies. Although other groups of policies, such as policies for the protection of the countryside, could affect the operation of housing policies, that did not make them policies for the supply of housing. In so far as the objectives in para.47 were not met by housing supply policies, it was natural to describe those policies as out-of-date for the purposes of para.49.

Appeals dismissed

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT. Civil procedure.
Confidential information; Consent orders; Costs; Disclosure and inspection; Public procurement procedures; Tenders; Variation. 
Bombardier Transportation UK Ltd v Merseytravel. [2017] EWHC 726 (TCC). Queen's Bench Division (Technology & Construction Court) (QBD (TCC)). Coulson J. April 12, 2017 
The court agreed to vary a consent order governing the disclosure of confidential information and highly sensitive documentation in proceedings brought by an unsuccessful tenderer alleging unequal treatment in a public procurement exercise. Unsuccessful tenderers were entitled to fully investigate comparative treatment of tenders and concerns about the potential for "fishing expeditions" should not be taken too far.

Application granted

LEGISLATION

HOUSING. 
Homelessness.
 Homelessness Reduction Act 2017. c.13
A Bill to amend the Housing Act 1996 to make provision about measures for reducing homelessness; and for connected purposes.  
Website: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/13/pdfs/ukpga_20170013_en.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]  
Legislation amended: Housing Act 1996  
Royal Assent: 27 April 2017
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PLANNING. 
Compulsory purchase; Neighbourhood development plans; Planning conditions.
Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. c.20 
An Act to make provision about planning and compulsory purchase; and for connected purposes.  Website: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/pdfs/ukpga_20170020_en.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]  
Royal Assent: 27 April 2017 
  
GOVERNMENT AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS

HEALTH. Social welfare. 
Ambulance service; Brexit; Health; Social care.
 Brexit and health and social care - people & process: Eighth Report of Session 2016-17. Issued by House of Commons Health Committee. HC Paper No.640 (Session 2016/17); HC Paper No.959 (Session 2016/17); HC Paper No.1035 (Session 2016/17) 28 April 2017 

A Health Committee report examines the effect of Brexit on health and social care. In 
other health-related publications, the Public Accounts Committee has published reports 
on NHS ambulance services (HC Paper No.1035) and integrating health and social care (HC Paper No.959).  
Website: https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhealth/640/640.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]; https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmpubacc/1035/1035.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]; https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmpubacc/959/959.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]  
HOUSING. 
Affordable housing; Homelessness; Housing markets.
Housing: State of the Nation: Sixty-third Report of Session 2016-17. Issued by House 
of Commons Committee of Public Accounts. HC Paper No.958 (Session 2016/17) 28 
April 2017
A Committee of Public Accounts report on housing concludes that problems of homelessness and affordability are likely to persist for years, and that the Government lacks ambition in addressing housing need and is dependent on a "broken" market. 
Website: https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmpubacc/958/958.pdf [Accessed 28 April 2017]
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NEWS ARTICLES
ENVIRONMENT. Road traffic.
Air pollution; Air quality; Diesel; Emissions; Local authorities' powers and duties; Motor vehicles; Non-compliance. 
Government likely to face legal challenge over its air quality plan. Times, 5 May 2017,
 4. By Graeme Paton; Ben Webster. Also Reported in Guardian, 5 May 2017, 4 
The Government is expected to publish a revised plan on 5 May 2017 to reduce 
nitrogen dioxide pollution, but is likely to face a legal challenge over concerns that it 
will fail to comply with a ruling that pollution must be cut to within legal limits in the shortest possible time. The plan is expected to propose a scrappage scheme for older diesel cars, but stop short of ordering local authorities to charge drivers for entering 
city centres.
SOCIAL WELFARE.
Elderly persons; Residential care; Social workers; Unmarried couples. 
Judge urges social workers to stop splitting up elderly couples. Times, 10 May 2017, 1,2. By Greg Hurst; Rosemary Bennett. Also Reported in Independent, 10 May 2017 (Online edition); Daily Telegraph, 10 May 2017, 1,2 
President of the Family Division Sir James Munby has urged social workers to apply a "common decency test" and do more to keep couples together, whether in their own homes or in residential care, and has called on officials to give higher priority to the happiness of those who had been together for decades and spend less time complying with procedures and safety rules.
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